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Philippians 
Outline 

I. Opening Greetings (1:1-11) 
A. Salutation (1:1-2) 
B. Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:3-11) 

1. Thanksgiving (1:3-8) 
2. Prayer (1:9-11) 

II. Paul’s Circumstances Bring Encouragement (1:12-2:18) 
A. Paul’s Imprisonment Advances the Gospel (1:12-18) 
B. Paul’s Release Promotes Sacrifice for Others (1:19-26) 
C. Three Exhortations (1:27-2:18) 

1. Exhortation to Courage in the Face of Suffering (1:27-30) 
2. Exhortation to Humility (2:1-11) 

a) The Appeal (2:1-4) 
b) Our Supreme Example (2:5-11) 

(1) Christ’s Humiliation (2:5-8) 
(2) Christ’s Exaltation (2:9-11) 

3. Exhortation to Faithful Christian Living (2:12-18) 
III. Paul’s Messengers Bring Encouragement (2:19-30) 

A. Imitate Timothy Who Shows More Interests in Others (2:19-24) 
B. Imitate Epaphroditus Who Has Been Proven in Hardships (2:25-30) 

IV. Warnings Against False Teaching (3:1-21) 
A. Avoid Legalists and Their Legalism (3:1-3) 

1. Paul’s Life Before Christ (3:4-6) 
2. Paul’s Life Since Christ (3:7-14) 

a) His past renunciation (3:7-8) 
b) His present aim (3:9-11) 
c) His future hope (3:12-14) 

3. Admonishment to Maturity (3:15-17) 
B. Avoid Libertarians and Their Licentiousness by: (3:18-19) 

1. Maintaining a Fixed Focus on Your Destiny and (3:20) 
2. Your Future Transformation (3:21) 

V. Final Exhortations (4:1-9) 
A. Stand Firm in Unity (4:1-3) 
B. Be Persistent in Joy and Prayer (4:4-7) 
C. Dwell on Worthy Thoughts (4:8) 
D. Follow the Example of Godly People (4:9) 

VI. Paul’s Expressions of Thanks (4:10-20) 
A. Paul’s Contentment (4:10-13) 
B. The Philippians’ Gift (4:14-20) 

VII. Closing Salutation (4:21-23) 


